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The ARVO Foundation for Eye Research complements ARVO’s mission to cure and prevent blindness and eye disease by providing funds for 

innovative and novel vision research. The Foundation also supports training for eye researchers in the US and around the world; leads 

initiatives that encourage new vision scientists from emerging countries; and fosters global research collaboration. 

 

 

 

Oberdorfer Award in Low Vision Research 
 

This award recognizes the seminal contributions of Michael D. Oberdorfer, PhD in support of low 

vision research. Dr. Oberdorfer served for many years at the National Eye Institute (NEI) as 

director of Strabismus, Amblyopia and Visual Processing and director of Low Vision and 

Blindness Rehabilitation for the NEI Extramural Research Program. His support of low vision 

research led to an expansion of funded grants in that field. First presented in 2012, the Oberdorfer 

Award in Low Vision Research is supported by the Lighthouse Guild through the ARVO 

Foundation. 

 

Past Recipients 

 

2012 Brian A. Wandell, PhD  

2013 Gregg C. Vanderheiden, PhD        

2014 David Rein, PhD   

2015 Pawan Sinha, PhD  

2016 Denis Pelli, PhD  

2017 Gary S. Rubin, PhD, FARVO  

2018 Edith Holloway, PhD  

2019 Cynthia Owsley, PhD, FARVO  

2020 Eli Peli, OD, MsC, FARVO  

 


